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S AVE
THE 

DATE

CHRISTMAS AT FIRST CHURCH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th - Christmas Eve
11AM - Celebration with Children & Families
   8PM - Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols
 11PM - Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols

SENDING LOVE THROUGH A BLANKET
Each Sunday of Advent through December 24th
The First Youth Program is sponsoring a blanket drive to 
raise funds for Church World Service.  Their blanket program 
provides warm blankets for people in need all over the world.  
For only $10, you can sponsor a blanket during our Advent 
season.  Please visit the Youth Table at coffee fellowship 
throughout December to donate.

CHRISTMASTIDE
Sunday, December 31st
The festival of Christmas lasts not for one day but for twelve, 
and there will still be time to celebrate before we leave this 
season. On the 31st we will sing Christmas carols and enjoy 
music from Shvidkala, featuring First Church choir members 
Molly Pease & Kathryn Shuman, performing selections from 
the Republic of Georgia. We’ll end our morning with Coffee 
Fellowship in Mayflower Courtyard.

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
Sunday, January 7th
At our Epiphany Service we will travel once again with the 
wise people who brought their gifts to Jesus, and honor the 
wise people in our own lives. After the service you are invited 
to a reception in celebration of Ms. Julianne James, who has 
worked with the children of First Church for the last seven 
years.  Join us as we honor her contributions and wish her well. 

T ODAY
WOMEN’S 

ASSOC IAT ION
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

DEC  24 TH

CHR IS TMAS  EVE
AT  F IRS T  CHURCH

JAN  7 TH

PUT  YOUR  GUNS 
DOWN CONCER T

J AN  11 TH

MUDBOUND
SCREEN ING

JAN  14 TH

MLK  CELEBRAT ION
SUNDAY

F EB  10 TH

SP IR I TUAL
RETREAT  W I TH

DR .  COLGL AZ I ER

Each year during the holidays, the city calls to 
us, inviting us to fully experience our cultural 
heritages and religious traditions. Our Sanctuary 
doors open each December 24th to invite the 
whole city to be part of this special night. To do 

that, we need lots of help to make sure each and everyone of us can experience 
this beautiful night! You are invited to be part of the Christmas Eve Team by 
volunteering some of your time. If you are interested in any of these tasks, 
please email Karina at kfernandez@fccla.org.

• Greeters in the forecourt & new garage location
• Helpers to pass out candles for the evening services
• Program stuffers (lunch included with this one!) 

REMINDER: First Kids First children are invited to join their families for our Christmas 
Eve, and Christmastide Services. Infant & Toddler childcare will be available on 
December 31st, and a special Children’s Meetinghouse will be provided during this 
service. First Kids First will resume on Sunday, January 7th. 
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T ODAY  AT 
F IRS T  CHURCH

      
 

   9:30am       Advent Sunday Forum in Shatto 

 10:30am       Prelude on The Great Organs

 11:00am        FIRST KIDS FIRST - Wong Chapel
          Infant/Toddlers - Room 209

 11:00am       Worship Service

 12:15pm      Coffee Fellowship - SUPRISE LOCATION!

DEDICATE A POINSETTIA 
THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!
This is your last opportunity 
to dedicate a poinsettia this 

Holiday season. Your dedication will appear 
in the Christmas Eve bulletin and you will be 
able to take your poinsettia home with you. 
To arrange for a poinsettia dedication, please 
contact Sammi Smith at ssmith@fccla.org or 
stop by the Altar Guild table after service 
today. The cost to dedicate a poinsettia is $50.

PUT YOUR GUNS DOWN
TONALITY CHOIR CONCERT
January 7 at 7PM in the Sanctuary
Tonality is a choral group 
founded in June 2016 by First 
Church Assistant Conductor, 
Alex Blake, with the intention of 

connecting people with our shared humanity 
through song.  On January 7th, First Church 
is proud to present “Put Your Guns Down” 
a concert that speaks to gun violence and a 
global call for peace. This free concert will 
touch your spirit.  To learn more about Tonality, 
please visit: www.ourtonality.org. And join us 
before the concert at 6PM for a conversation 
in Shatto Chapel with Capri Maddox, Pilgrim 
Parent & LA Deputy City Attorney. 

MUDBOUND SCREENING
FIRST CHURCH FILM FORUM
Thursday, January 11 at 7:30PM 
in Shatto Chapel
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’ s birthday, First Church 
will be hosting a special 
screening of Mudbound. A film 

that tells the story of two Mississippi families -- 
one black, one white -  and how they confront 
the brutal realities of prejudice, farming and 
friendship in a divided World War II era. Join 
us after the film for an open discussion about 
the film’s very important and prevalent topics 
with one of the producers.

ROOTS AND WINGS
Annual Pledged Giving Campaign
In this beautiful season that 
reminds us of God’s great love 
for each of us, in our gratitude we 
also acknowledge how wonderful 
it is to share from our resources 
with First Church. As we approach 

the end of Advent and the coming of the 
Christmas season, we want to make your year-end 
giving as simple as possible.

Monetary gifts will be received in our worship 
services at 11am and 8 & 11pm on Christmas Eve. 
We will also receive offerings in our December 
31 worship service at 11am. Gifts in the form of 
checks will help ensure that you receive a tax 
receipt that records this gift.

You may also want to consider other types of year-
end gifts. Our Advancement Team is ready to work 
with you on gifts of appreciated securities, such 
as stocks and bonds, which may provide you with 
additional tax savings. Some individuals may want 
to make gifts from mandatory distributions from 
their retirement plans. Donors over 70 ½ can make 
charitable gifts directly from IRA funds.

In order to expedite your gifts, our Director of 
Finance and Advancement, Darice Bailey, may be 
contacted at DBailey@fccla.org. Please remember 
that all gifts must be received by us on or before 
December 31, 2017 to be counted as contributions 
for this year.
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Liturgy of Praise

 The Organ Prelude prepares us, body and soul,  
 to remember that all people are the beloved of God. 

Organ Prelude Dr. Christoph Bull, Organist-in-Residence
 Pedal Exercitium in G minor (J.S. Bach)
 Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (D. Buxtehude) 
 Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her (G.F. Kauffmann) 
 Let All The Angels Of God, from Messiah (G.F. Händel, arr. W.T. Best)
 Hymn Improvisation

Advent Antiphon Cathedral Choir
 Dr. David Harris, Conductor

 “Gabriel’s Message”(Basque Carol, arr. Sabine Baring Gould) 
“The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, “All hail,” said he, 

“thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.”

Call to Worship Dr. R. Scott Colglazier

† Advent Processional Hymn - No. 108
 “The First Nowell”    TUNE:  THE FIRST NOWELL

† Invocation  Rev. Laura Vail Fregin

† Introit              Mr. Ryan Brown, Conductor
 “Sing We Now Of Christmas” (arr. Fred Prentice)

“Sing we all noel!”

† The Lord’s Prayer Rev. Fregin
 Our Father, who art in heaven,

 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.

 Give us this day our daily bread,
 and forgive us our debts,
 as we forgive our debtors.

 And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory,
 forever. Amen.

† Gloria Patri (No. 558, congregation singing)
 All: Glory be to the Father,

 and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
 World without end. Amen, Amen.

† Please stand in body or in spirit. Please silence all cell phones. For a wireless, enhanced hearing device, please see an usher.

The Lighting of the Advent Candle The Ries Family

Advent Hymn - No. 109, verse 3
 “When God is a Child”     TUNE:  MOON BEAMS

Welcome & Announcements Dr. Colglazier
Please sign the red friendship pad in your pew and pass it along.

Blessing of the Children Ms. Julianne James
Children are invited to First Kids First, held in Wong Chapel on the 
upper floor of our building. If this is your first time at FCCLA, please 
accompany your children to the chapel for check in before returning 
to the service. Please pick up your children from the Chapel after 
worship before joining us for coffee fellowship. 

Liturgy of Meditation

Meditation Anthem  Chancel Singers
Ms. Molly Pease, Soloist

 “Magnificat” and “Et exsultavit spiritus meus” 
   from Magnificat in D (J.S. Bach)

“The Lord magnifies my soul” 
“And my spirit exaults in God my Savior.”

Versicles (congregation singing) Rev. Fregin
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And with thy spirit.
 Leader: Let us pray. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
 All: And grant us thy salvation.
 Leader: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
 All: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Prayer of General Confession  Rev. Fregin
 Eternal God, joy is all around us in this season –
 In the children, the lights, the music, the gathering together.
 Yet we let our preparations, or our memories, push joy to the side.
 Forgive us for losing sight of your love,
 and help us to use your light to look for joy in these days.

Words of Assurance Rev. Fregin

Silent Prayers

Pastoral Prayer Rev. Fregin

Liturgy of guidance

Scripture Reading Ms. Joanna Stevens
 Luke 1:46-55

Order of  Worship

12.17.2017
T H E  T H I R D  S U N D AY  O F  A D V E N T
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coffee feLLowshiP

Please join us today after the service for Coffee Fellowship in a SUPRISE LOCATION!!

aLtar dedications

In this season of hope and peace, the flowers today are in honor of all the relief workers and volunteers at home and 
abroad who bring hope to those who have suffered so much in so many places this year. Also, they are in appreciation 

of the leaders of western Europe who continue to advocate peace and are willing to combat climate change.
 —Given by an thankful church member

† Sermon Hymn - No. 92, verse 3
 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Sermon  Dr. Colglazier
 “The Art of Christmas: Putting the ‘La’ Back in La La Land!”

Liturgy of dedication

Presentation of Offerings Rev. Fregin
 In this season of giving, we are appreciative of the many ways our  
 members and friends support First Church. Whether your gifts come  
 through E-Offerings, the Mobile App, Online, or the Sunday Offering  
 Bags - your gifts are making a difference each and every day, as we  
 continue to open our doors to the people of the City of Angels.

Offertory Anthem Cathedral Choir
Ms. Kathryn Shuman, Soloist

 “Quia respexit humilitatem” and “Omnes generationes”  
 from Magnificat in D (J.S. Bach)

“For God hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden

For behold, from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.”

† Doxology (No. 562, congregation singing)
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

† Prayer of Dedication Rev. Fregin

Passing of the Peace & Benediction Dr. Colglazier

Choral Benediction Repsonse Cathedral Choir
 “Ding Dong, Merrily On High” (Charles Wood)
 

“Ding dong merrily on high in heaven 
the bells are ringing, Gloria!”

Recessional Hymn - No. 128
 “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”    TUNE: CAROL

Organ Postlude Dr. Bull
 Vivace in C major (G.F. Kauffmann) 

hoLy coMMunion
We share the Eucharist each Sunday on the chancel 

immediately following the postlude.
All are welcome at this table. 

the Music within

“J.S. Bach masterfully employs musical objects throughout his work to help illuminate his texts. In the first movement 
of Magnificat in D, fast-moving melodic lines and frequent abrupt lifts (heard interspersed as brief duets) illuminate the 
soul’s exaltation as it magnifies God. In the “Et exsultavit” movement, the excitement continues in a solo soprano voice. 

The music on the word “exalt” moves with clear, upward direction, “spirit” quickly meanders, and “savior” is met with long 
pauses followed by a leaping run, as if Mary catches a glimpse of wonder before being overcome with joy again. The third 
movement, “Quia respexit” continues with a soprano solo, but this time in duet with a flute. The melodic line begins from 

high in the range, and cascades downward as the text speaks of humility. Curiously, Bach includes a “cross motif ” that 
occurs regularly throughout the movement.  Cross motifs have a visual and aural component that reference the cross. 
Though an elaborate compositional construction, you can hear it’s most obvious core element in the long, dissonant 

note found in the middle of the flute’s opening line. Bach used cross motifs frequently in his music, but to see one in this 
moment of Mary’s hymn would have drawn his listener’s ears to a deeper meaning of the words “the humility of God’s 
handmaiden”, pointing the way to her profound sacrifice in the eventual loss of her son. The second part of her text 

begins with “ecce”, or “look”.  The musical line leaps upward in anticipation repeatedly, connecting directly into the choir’s 
next movement. The choir echoes the soloist’s anticipation, singing “all generations shall call me blessed”.  The music 

layers one voice part on another in successively quick entrances, each entrance climbing by step to range two octaves, 
like the voices of generations clamoring to tell her story”. -Dr. Harris


