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First Church welcomes 
Dr. Sam Harris for a 

Conversation of Faith.
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ALIMENTO FUNDRAISER
Today, at 5pm in Shatto Chapel -Special First Church Community Price - $25! 
Tickets are available for purchase at the Welcome Table 

Please join us today, at 5pm for ALIMENTO. Each year Alimento raises funds for a 
Thanksgiving Food Giveaway made possible through gifts of money and time. These 
events are coordinated by our partner, Art Division, and by Skylight Theater. First Church 
is happy to once again host an Alimento event. The concert will include performances 
by Las Canas, Fabian Cereijido, Patty Foley, O-lan Jones, Peter Kors and Cindy Turnage, 
Mairéad, Emily Valentine and Carl Weintraub. Regular cost is $50. 

NORTH KOREA: BEYOND THE HYPE
Nov. 12th, 12:30pm in Shatto Chapel 
Although North Korea is in the news on a daily basis, the coverage tends to 
emphasize the strange or dangerous parts of the country. Yet in many ways, 
North Korea is more “normal” than we think, and certainly its own people 

view it that way. This talk, facilitated by First Church member, and expert in the field, Dr. 
David Kang, will address North Korea’s people, culture, and economy, in addition to the 
nuclear issue, and attempt to provide some insights into this country that put it in its 
proper context, and move beyond caricature and hype. 

November 19th, After Service in Stuart Hall
Join us for our Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon, which will include a catered 
Thanksgiving meal full of holiday favorites.  This year you are invited to bring your 
favorite dessert to share with the congregation. The Pilgrim School Book Fair will be 
open in Amanda Scott during the event so take a moment and purchase a book for a 
holiday gift, or for donation to the HOPE Center. Tickets are $15 per person and $40 per 
family. They will be available for purchase at the Welcome Table after service.

PILGRIM SCHOOL BOOK FAIR
Sunday, November 19th, in Amanda Scott During our Thanksgiving Luncheon
We invite you to visit and experience a celebration of reading to 
support literacy and Pilgrim School.  The Book Fair brings a wonderful 
selection of fun, engaging books students want to read.  During the 
Fair we will be partnering with Scholastic and their “ALL FOR BOOKS” 
Program in support of Hope Street Family Center.  You can purchase 
books or donate at the register for this worthy cause, plus Scholastic 
matches our funds to support National Literacy Programs. 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Today, 12:30PM - Shatto Chapel
We invite you to join us after the service today, for a Special Meeting of 
the Congregation in Shatto Chapel. Important issues to be discussed 
include The Pilgrim School budget and the Field of Dreams. Please 
check in for the meeting immediately after the service, and help 
establish our quorum so that we may begin the meeting at 12:30pm.
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T ODAY  AT 
F IRS T  CHURCH

         9:30am        Seekers Class in FAB LAB 

 10:30am       Prelude on The Great Organs

 11:00am        FIRST KIDS FIRST - Wong Chapel
          Childcare Infant/Toddler - Room 209

 11:00am       Worship Service
  12:30pm      Special Congregational Meeting in
          Shatto Chapel
 
   5:00pm       Alimento Fundraiser in Shatto Chapel

SEEKERS CLASS
9:30am in Fab Lab, 
Sundays through Nov. 19th
Every Sunday through Nov. 19th, 
Jessica Harmon will lead discussions 

inspired by Rob Bell’s book, What Is the Bible?:  
How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, and 
Stories Can Transform the Way You Think and 
Feel About Everything.  For a full schedule and 
additional resources got to: jlharmon.com/bible.

DEDICATE A POINSETTIA THIS 
CHRISTMAS SEASON!
 Christmas will be in full swing 
when our poinsettias and wreaths 

arrive in early December! Christmas is a perfect 
time to dedicate a poinsettia in celebration of 
loved ones. Your dedication will appear in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin and you will be able to take 
your poinsettia home with you. To arrange for a 
poinsettia dedication, please contact Sammi Smith 
at ssmith@fccla.org or stop by the Altar Guild table 
during Coffee Fellowship. The cost to dedicate a 
poinsettia is $50.

PACIFIC SYMPHONY CONCERT
November 9th - 11th, 8PM
Segerstrom Concert Hall
600 Town Center Dr, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
First Church Organist-in-Residence, 

Dr. Christoph Bull will be performing as guest 
organist at the beginning of this Pacific Symphony 
Conert, which will feature a Bruckner-themed 
program.  For more info and to purchase tickets, 
please visit:  https://goo.gl/znPmAi.

LA CHORAL LAB CONCERT: CHIRSTMAS LIGHTS
Sunday, December 3rd - TWO PERFORMANCES
3PM & 7PM - Tickets are $20/each
The L.A. Choral Lab presents Christmas Lights, a 
concert of choral music that’s perfect for celebrating 
the holiday season. In addition to the 30 singers of 
the L.A. Choral Lab, this concert features First Church 
Organist-in-Residence, Dr. Christoph Bull. For more 
information, and to purchase tickets, please visit: 
lachorallab.org.
 

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON

ROOTS & WINGS
Annual Pledged Giving Campaign
Our pledge campaign, Roots and 
Wings, is in full swing. If you would like 
to make a pledge to First Church, or 
have questions about pledged giving, 

please visit the blue Giving Table in the Forecourt 
or visit fccla.org/give. We will be reporting results 
of our campaign on Thanksgiving Sunday. If you’ve 
made a pledge, please stop by the Giving Table to 
pick up your thank you gift.

Sermon Series, Every Sunday through November 19th
We are living in a pivotal time and perhaps more than
ever, our city needs a community like First Church. A
place of real openness, a place to share, learn, and
grow, a place where the issues of our world can be
explored with the resources of our faith. Dr. Colglazier’s
fall series is filled with profound wisdom and
inspiration as we explore a new way of seeing and
living a life of faith. Join us each week, through
November 19th for this life-affirming sermon series.
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Giving at First Church
     At First Church, we consider every pledge, tithe, offer-
ing, or contribution a gift for the life of our community of 
faith. No matter how it’s given, our gifts show our gratitude. 
In recent months, we have made certain giving is as easy as 
possible. If you no longer carry checks or cash, but always 
have your phone – you can download an app or give by 
text. If you want to set up a weekly or monthly contribution, 
you can do so through e-giving. And if you want to go online 
and make a contribution for the weeks you are away, you 
can access the giving portal at our website and make your 
gift. Please accept our thanks for your continued generosity 
and support.

 MOBILE APP 
• Download the ShelbyNext Giving app for  

iOS or Android.
• Search for First Congregational Church of  

Los Angeles by name or ZIP code (90020).

TEXT
• Send a text with the amount of your donation to 

213.263.5830.  (Ex.  Text 10 for $10.00)
•	 If	you	are	a	first-time	text-giving	donor,	you	will	be	

prompted to visit a secure URL,  where you will enter 
your credit/debit card information.

•  To change your existing credit card information, please 
text the word reset to our text giving number, 

    213-263-5830.

ONLINE
• Visit www.fccla.org/give.
• You can donate via credit/debit card or eCheck.
• You can make a one-time or recurring contribution.

E-OFFERING
•	 Call	the	Advancement	Office	at	213.355.5228	to	set	up	

a monthly or semimonthly recurring contribution from 
your checking account.

New to First Church?
We’re glad you’re here!
    First Congregational Church is a diverse and vibrant 
community of faith that offers a place where you can enrich 
your spiritual life through the gifts of worship and the arts. 
We believe life is about the journey and we extend a warm 
welcome to all, especially to those who are worshipping 
with us for the first time.
 If you’re a family with children of any age we want you 
to feel at home. We offer professionally staffed care for 
infants and children through age 4 and First Kids First for 
children ages 5 and older. For added peace of mind, anyone 
working with children has undergone and passed a criminal 
background check and there will always be no fewer than 
two adults in a room with your child, at any given time. 
Should you choose to have your children with you in 
worship, that won’t be a distraction or inconvenience to us, 
they are always welcome!
 Please sign the red friendship pad found in your pew and 
include the information you would like to share with us. 
If you would like to receive our weekly Eblasts, be sure to  
include your email.
 Take time to discover for yourself this authentic and 
welcoming community that you can call home. Here are 
some ways to get started:

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE
Like us on facebook /1stchurchla    instagram @1stchurchla
Follow us on twitter @1stchurchla   youtube /firstchurchla
Bookmark our website  www.fccla.org
Listen to this week’s sermon  www.fccla.org/sermons
Sign up for our Weekly Eblast  ssmith@fccla.org

BECOME A MEMBER
First Church is a place where you can belong. We welcome 
the gifts, talents, and strengths of those who have decided 
to make First Church their home. We regularly offer a small 
group class, Discover First Church. After worship, we share 
light refreshments, listen to the story of First Church, and 
share our own stories in a relaxed conversation. You can ask 
questions about who we are and how you will find your 
place within this community of faith. It’s a great time to 
begin making connections with others who are also new to 
First Church.

Important Upcoming Dates

Nov 5  Special Congregational Meeting - Shatto Chapel - after service

Nov		8	 	 Finance	Committee	Meeting	-	Fifield	Board	Room	at	6:30pm.

Nov		9	 	 Audit	Committee	Meeting	-	Fifield	Board	Room	at	6:30pm.

Nov		14	 Board	of	Trustees	Meeting	-	Fifield	Board	Room	at	6:30pm.

Nov	15		 Building	&	Grounds	Committee	Meeting	-	Fifield	Board	Room	at	6:30pm.



Liturgy of Praise

The Organ Prelude prepares us, body and soul,  
to remember that all people are the beloved of God. 

Organ Prelude       Dr. Christoph Bull, Organist-in-Residence   
Music	by	Bruckner	and	Bach:
• Improvisation on Bruckner’s Adagio in Gb major 
• Prelude and Fugue in D minor (Bruckner and Improvisation)
• Perger Praeludium in C major (Bruckner and Improvisation)
• Fugue in C (Bach)
• Fugue in Eb (Bach)

   Call to Worship Dr. R. Scott Colglazier

† Processional Hymn - No. 22
     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”     TUNE:	HYMN	TO	JOY
     
† Invocation  Rev. Laura Vail Fregin

† Introit              Cathedral Choir
Dr.	David	Harris, Conductor
			“Thy	Spirit	Floweth”		(G.F.	Handel)

“Thy spirit floweth free with the blessings of goodness.”

† The Lord’s Prayer Rev. Fregin
      Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

† Gloria Patri (No. 558, congregation singing)           
       All: Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

† Please stand in body or in spirit. Please silence all cell phones. For a wireless, enhanced hearing device, please see an usher.

         Welcome & Announcements  Dr. Colglazier

  
Blessing of the Children Ms. Julianne James
    Children are invited to First Kids First, held in Wong Chapel 
   on the upper floor of our building. If this is your first time at
   FCCLA, please accompany your children to the chapel for check 
   in before returning to the service. Please pick up your children 
   from the Chapel after worship before joining coffee fellowship on 
   the forecourt. 

Liturgy of Meditation

   Meditation Anthem  Cathedral Choir
    “All My Trials” (traditional Bahamian, arr. Norman Luboff)
“If religion was a thing that money could buy, the rich would 

live and the poor would die.”

Versicles (congregation singing) Rev. Fregin 
    Leader:	The	Lord	be	with	you.

All: And with thy spirit.
Leader:	Let	us	pray.	O	Lord,	show	thy	mercy	upon	us.
All: And grant us thy salvation.
Leader:	O	God,	make	clean	our	hearts	within	us.	
All: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.     

Prayer of General Confession  Rev. Fregin
    Refining God,
    you have sent us prophets 
    and we have not listened.

    We have not always determined
    what is best
    or made way for your dream
    in our lives, and our society.

    Forgive us, we pray, 
    and help us rediscover
    your covenant within us.

Words of Assurance Rev. Fregin

Silent Prayers

   Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Fregin

  

Order of  Worship

11.5.2017



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES
Rev. Dr. R. Scott Colglazier, Senior Minister
Rev. Laura Vail Fregin, Associate Minister
Dr. Christoph Bull, Organist-in-Residence

Dr. David Harris, Director of Music
540 So. Commonwealth Ave, Los Angeles, California 90020 • Telephone 213.385.1341 •  www.FCCLA.org

  Liturgy of guidance

Scripture Reading Mr. Evan Nicholas 
      from Luke 20 & 21 

Conversation of Faith 
						Dr.	Sam	Harris	and	Dr.	R.	Scott	Colglazier

Choral Response Cathedral Choir
				“My	Peace”	(Woody	and	Arlo	Guthrie,	arr.	David	Harris)

“My peace is all I’ve got that I can give to you.”

Liturgy of dedication
      
       Presentation of Offerings Ms. Alyson Nicholas

First Church is so grateful to our members who make automatic 
electronic gifts through eOffering. We know that it might feel strange 
to not place anything in the offering plate on Sunday morning, but by 
arranging your giving in this way, your intention to provide for this church 
is clear. First Church is able to sustain our ongoing operations because 
of your consistency and steadfast support. Please visit fccla.org/give for 
more information.

  Offertory Anthem Chancel Octet
					“Hymn”	(Toby	Twining)

aLtar dedications

The flowers are placed at the altar in honor of Veterans Day, by Dawn and Chuck Shickley.

coffee feLLowshiP

Join us after today’s servce for Coffee Fellowship, sponsored by Dawn Vincent Shickley,
in honor of our fantastic choir!

 † Doxology (No. 562, congregation singing)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

  † Prayer of Dedication       Mr. Nicholas

       Passing of the Peace & Benediction Dr. Colglazier

   Choral Benediction Repsonse Cathedral Choir
   from	“O	Clap	Your	Hands”			(Ralph	Vaughan	Williams)

   “Sing praises unto God.”   

  Recessional Hymn - No. 28
     “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets”   TUNE:	VILLE	DU	HAVRE

  Organ Postlude Dr. Bull
      Postlude in D minor (Bruckner) 

hoLy coMMunion

We share the Eucharist each Sunday on the chancel 
immediately following the postlude.

All are welcome at this table. 

the Music within: “hyMn”
Toby Twining nods to spirituality in his use of the word “Hymn” to title this untexted piece.  In a recent 

email, Toby said “This song is about transformation”, opening our ears to the energy that exists beyond our 
conscious understanding.  Toby’s easy, 1980s groove underpins his interplay with harmonics through the use 
of yodeling and overtone singing.  All sounds in nature have hundreds of harmonics, also called “overtones” 
that exist beyond our conscious thought. Our ears hear them all, and combine them into a single sound for 

our ease, yet, they exist, hovering above all the sounds of which we are aware.  Listen for Fahad to illuminate 
specific overtones while the yodel solo flips back and forth between a few harmonics, and the women float 
ever upward, drawing the ear toward something higher.  You may need to close your eyes to fully appreciate 
the overtones in the room, especially if you aren’t used to listening for them.  Let yourself be taken over and 

transformed by the sounds moving around the room.


